D. Research Support Ongoing Research Support

R01MH093336
Rice (PI) 3/1/11 -2/28/14 NIMH HIV Risk in Large Social Networks of Homeless Youth The study aims to examine the HIV/AIDS risk behaviors of homeless youth in large interconnected networks of youth. The nearly 2 million runaway and homeless youth (RHY) in the United States each year are at great risk for contracting HIV/AIDS, with prevalence rates reported as high as 11.5%. To develop new interventions or improve existing network-based interventions, we must have an accurate assessment of network structure. The requisite data have not been collected because RHY are an unbounded population, and social network researchers have not reached consensus as to how to collect sociometric data from unbounded populations. The event-based approach (EBA) proposed by Freeman that samples the "regulars" of a socio-physical space (e.g. a beach) seems promising for RHY and will be tested in the proposed study. Thus our Specific Aims are: (1)To use the event-based approach (EBA) to collect multiple panels of sociometric network data over time on an unbounded population of youth at risk for HIV/AIDS. (2)To examine how network positions relate to risktaking and whether risk-taking structures endure over time, independent of the individual youth who may occupy those positions in the network. (3)To examine network ties to pro-social home-based peers and supportive family (including online, cell phone, and face to face connections) to explore sources of healthy influence and new points of intervention for youth who are not embedded in larger RHY networks. Role: Co-Investigator The Center has worked previously to address issues related to diabetes, depression, and HIV risk among men. The Center now seeks to continue this exciting and extremely successful partnership by addressing: (1) the need for substantive research training and healthcare leadership development of CDU faculty engaged in improving health and decreasing health and healthcare disparities in a safety-net population, and (2) the management of key focused areas of research including, but not limited to an excess prevalence of HIV/AIDS and its sequelae among women, and psychological and behavioral disorders, and risk behavior and recidivism in minority youth who have been incarcerated through the juvenile justice system. Role: Principal Investigator (The Juvenile Study)
R25 DA035692
Milburn & Wyatt (MPI) 07/01/13 -06/30/18 NIDA The UCLA HIV/AIDS, Substance Abuse, and Trauma Training Program The Program mission is to provide training and mentorship to early career clinician researchers or postdoctoral scholars who are ethnically and culturally diverse and whose focus is reducing substance abuse and HIV transmission in underserved populations at high risk for traumatic stress and health disparities. The goal is for Scholars to establish career independence, including NIH funding for their research. This program represents an evolution of our multidisciplinary, multiethnic team's NIMH ARRA-funded HIV/AIDS Translational Training Program, which successfully provided two years of training and mentorship to five postdoctoral scholars, several of whom have received or are seeking NIDA funding.
R01 HD07324
Lester (PI) 4/01/13 -3/30/18 NICHD This study proposes to test the efficacy of FOCUS-EC (Families OverComing Under Stress for Early Childhood), an established strength-based, family-centered preventive intervention that is culturally sensitive and socially accepted by active duty military communities and has promising program evaluation data. A randomized control trial (RCT) will be conducted with 200 CDM families with young children, ages 3 to 5 years, recruited from Los Angeles and surrounding counties (200 veterans, 150 spouses, and 300 children). CDM families will be randomized to the FOCUS-EC intervention condition (n = 100 families; 100 veterans, 75 spouses, 150 children) or web-based educational materials condition (n = 100 families; 100 veterans, 75 spouses, and 150 children) and assessed at baseline, 3, 6, and 12 months. Role: Co-Investigator
